June 18, 2015

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr.
RUBIO, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.
MARKEY, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. COONS,
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr.
KAINE, Ms. STABENOW, Mrs. MURRAY,
Mrs. BOXER, Mr. KING, Mr. BROWN,
Mr. REED, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr.
WYDEN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, and Mr. CASEY):

S. Res. 204. A resolution recognizing June
20, 2015 as ‘“World Refugee Day’’; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Mr.
KIRK):

S. Res. 205. A resolution congratulating the
Chicago Blackhawks on winning the 2015
Stanley Cup; considered and agreed to.

By Mrs. BOXER (for herself and Mrs.
FEINSTEIN):

S. Res. 206. A resolution congratulating the
Golden State Warriors for winning the 2015
National Basketball Association Champion-
ship; considered and agreed to.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 299
At the request of Mr. FLAKE, the
names of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
ROBERTS), the Senator from Wash-
ington (Mrs. MURRAY) and the Senator
from Maryland (Ms. MIKULSKI) were
added as cosponsors of S. 299, a bill to
allow travel between the United States
and Cuba.
S. 311
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. MURPHY) and the Senator from II-
linois (Mr. DURBIN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 311, a bill to amend the
Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965 to address and take action
to prevent bullying and harassment of
students.
S. 313
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 313, a bill to amend title XVIII
of the Social Security Act to add phys-
ical therapists to the list of providers
allowed to utilize locum tenens ar-
rangements under Medicare.
S. 314
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
314, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide for cov-
erage under the Medicare program of
pharmacist services.
S. 349
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 349, a bill to amend title XIX
of the Social Security Act to empower
individuals with disabilities to estab-
lish their own supplemental needs
trusts.
S. 389
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
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setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 389, a bill to amend sec-
tion 1111(h)(1)(C)(i) of the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to
require that annual State report cards
reflect the same race groups as the de-
cennial census of population.
S. 47
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) was added as a cosponsor of S.
477, a bill to terminate Operation
Choke Point.
S. 488
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) and the Senator from Illinois
(Mr. DURBIN) were added as cosponsors
of S. 488, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to allow physi-
cian assistants, nurse practitioners,
and clinical nurse specialists to super-
vise cardiac, intensive cardiac, and pul-
monary rehabilitation programs.
S. 491
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 491, a bill to lift the trade embar-
go on Cuba.
S. 578
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 578, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to en-
sure more timely access to home
health services for Medicare bene-
ficiaries under the Medicare program.
S. 599
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 599, a bill to extend and ex-
pand the Medicaid emergency psy-
chiatric demonstration project.
S. 600
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
names of the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. MIKULSKI), the Senator from
Rhode Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) and the
Senator from New Mexico (Mr. UDALL)
were added as cosponsors of S. 600, a
bill to require the Secretary of Energy
to establish an energy efficiency ret-
rofit pilot program.
S. 682
At the request of Mr. DONNELLY, the
name of the Senator from Kentucky
(Mr. PAUL) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 682, a bill to amend the Truth in
Lending Act to modify the definitions
of a mortgage originator and a high-
cost mortgage.
S. 688
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 688, a bill to amend title XVIII
of the Social Security Act to adjust the
Medicare hospital readmission reduc-
tion program to respond to patient dis-
parities, and for other purposes.
S. 799
At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL,
the name of the Senator from Arkansas
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(Mr. CoTTON) Was added as a cosponsor
of S. 799, a bill to combat the rise of
prenatal opioid abuse and neonatal ab-
stinence syndrome.
S. 804
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
804, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to specify coverage
of continuous glucose monitoring de-
vices, and for other purposes.
S. 845
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
names of the Senator from Georgia
(Mr. PERDUE) and the Senator from Ar-
kansas (Mr. COTTON) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 845, a bill to require the
Secretary of the Treasury to imple-
ment security measures in the elec-
tronic tax return filing process to pre-
vent tax refund fraud from being per-
petrated with electronic identity theft.
S. 857
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
names of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. HEINRICH) and the Senator from
California (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) were added
as cosponsors of S. 857, a bill to amend
title XVIII of the Social Security Act
to provide for coverage under the Medi-
care program of an initial comprehen-
sive care plan for Medicare bene-
ficiaries newly diagnosed with Alz-
heimer’s disease and related demen-
tias, and for other purposes.
S. 1040
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. CoTTON) Was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1040, a bill to direct the Consumer
Product Safety Commission and the
National Academy of Sciences to study
the vehicle handling requirements pro-
posed by the Commission for rec-
reational off-highway vehicles and to
prohibit the adoption of any such re-
quirements until the completion of the
study, and for other purposes.
S. 1082
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. TOOMEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1082, a bill to amend title
38, United States Code, to provide for
the removal or demotion of employees
of the Department of Veterans Affairs
based on performance or misconduct,
and for other purposes.
S. 1347
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1347, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act with
respect to the treatment of patient en-
counters in ambulatory surgical cen-
ters in determining meaningful EHR
use, and for other purposes.
S. 1349
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1349, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to re-
quire hospitals to provide certain noti-
fications to individuals classified by
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such hospitals under observation sta-
tus rather than admitted as inpatients
of such hospitals.
S. 1362
At the request of Mr. CARPER, the
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY), the Senator from
Virginia (Mr. WARNER) and the Senator
from Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1362, a bill to
amend title XI of the Social Security
Act to clarify waiver authority regard-
ing programs of all-inclusive care for
the elderly (PACE programs).
S. 1434
At the request of Mr. HEINRICH, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
SCHATZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1434, a bill to amend the Public Utility
Regulatory Policies Act of 1978 to es-
tablish an energy storage portfolio
standard, and for other purposes.
S. 1461
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1461, a bill to provide for the
extension of the enforcement instruc-
tion on supervision requirements for
outpatient therapeutic services in crit-
ical access and small rural hospitals
through 2015.
S. 1516
At the request of Mr. REID, his name
was added as a cosponsor of S. 1516, a
bill to amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to modify the energy cred-
it to provide greater incentives for in-
dustrial energy efficiency.
S. 1528
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1528, a bill to improve energy sav-
ings by the Department of Defense, and
for other purposes.
S. 1543
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BoOzMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1543, a bill to lift the trade
embargo on Cuba, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1552
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 15562, a bill to authorize the Dry-
Redwater Regional Water Authority
System and the Musselshell-Judith
Rural Water System in the State of
Montana, and for other purposes.
S. 1588
At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1588, a bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to revise and extend
projects relating to children and vio-
lence to provide access to school-based
comprehensive mental health pro-
grams.
AMENDMENT NO. 1772
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor
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of amendment No. 1772 intended to be
proposed to H.R. 1735, an act to author-
ize appropriations for fiscal year 2016
for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself
and Mr. SCHUMER):

S. 1608. A bill to protect the safety of
the national airspace system from the
hazardous operation of consumer
drones, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise today to introduce the Consumer
Drone Safety Act.

In recent years, privately-operated
unmanned aircraft have grown in popu-
larity and capability. In many ways,
this is brand new technology.

It is worrisome that these new
drones, which are capable of flying
thousands of feet in the air and at
speeds in excess of 30 miles per hour,
are available commercially to com-
pletely untrained consumers.

This combination of advanced new
technology and broad availability has
resulted in a rising number of reports
of dangerous operations and narrowly
avoided mid-air collisions between
drones and passenger planes.

Our airports, pilots and travelers de-
serve meaningful safety protections, as
do the people on the ground, in our sta-
diums and on our highways.

If we don’t act, it’s only a matter of
time before we have a tragedy on our
hands.

The Consumer Drone Safety Act
would put in place common-sense safe-
ty precautions to minimize the risk of
disaster.

As with any new technology, drones
have attracted significant interest and
have promising commercial uses, in-
cluding package delivery, search and
rescue, pipeline inspection, and agri-
culture.

I agree that the possibilities for this
technology are promising, if properly
managed. That is why I support re-
search to make sure that the tech-
nology is safe and can be used in ways
that respect people’s privacy.

But there is no question that the
technology comes with great risks, and
its potential will never be developed if
there is a big aircraft disaster.

What if, for example, a drone acci-
dentally flew into a jet engine and
brought down a commercial airliner?
What if an airliner, having been hit by
a drone on approach to a major airport
like JFK or LAX, crashes in an urban
area?

Safety must come first.

In the last year, unlawful drone use
has proliferated and it’s clear that
there is a high risk to public safety.
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In July of 2014, following an exposé
by Craig Whitlock of the Washington
Post, I wrote to the Federal Aviation
Administration asking for data about
drone flights and accidents.

What I received from the FAA was—
simply put—startling, and it really
crystallized for me the magnitude of
the problem we face.

In nine months last year, from March
through November, there were approxi-
mately 25 incidents where a drone
nearly collided in midair with a
manned aircraft, sometimes requiring
evasive action.

In this time period, there were more
than 190 incident reports. Since July 1,
at least one incident per day was re-
ported to the FAA. For example: On
May 29, 2014, two aircraft on approach
to LAX reported a ‘‘trash can sized”
unmanned aircraft at 6,500 feet above
ground level.

On June 29, 2014, an airplane on de-
scent to Dulles Airport reported a near
midair collision with a drone that flew
within 50 feet of the plane at 2,800 feet
above ground level.

On September 8, 2014, three separate
airplanes reported ‘‘a very close call”
with a drone on descent to LaGuardia
airport at 1,900 feet above ground level.

On October 12, 2014, an aircraft near
Tinker Air Force Base in Oklahoma re-
ported taking evasive action at 4,800
feet above ground level to avoid a
drone that came between 10 to 20 feet
of the plane.

On February 8, 2015, a Southwest pas-
senger jet on its way to land at LAX
and reported that a small red drone
flew ‘‘right over the top’’ of the plane
at 4,000 feet above ground level.

These close calls are absolutely unac-
ceptable. It is not just airplanes and
airports that are at risk. For example,
the general manager of the Golden
Gate Bridge reports that drones rou-
tinely fly over traffic on the bridge.
One drone recently crashed onto the
bridge roadway.

Drones equipped with cameras have
also flown by the bridge in areas where
photography is not permitted for secu-
rity reasons, which is alarming.

The California Department of For-
estry and Fire Protection—CAL
FIRE—is also growing increasingly
concerned about the unsafe use of
drones. It reports that during last
year’s fire season, there were numerous
incidents involving drones.

For example, in September, one of its
helicopters, which was responding to
the Pasqualie fire, had to brake in mid-
air to avoid colliding with a rec-
reational drone just 10 feet ahead of it.

In May, several drones were filming
an active firefight in order to post vid-
eos online. If local police hadn’t been
able to identify the operators and con-
vince them to stop, CAL FIRE believes
it might have had to shut down its aer-
ial firefighting operations for the Poin-
settia and Cocos fires to avoid the risk
of collision.

As far back as 2012, the Government
Accountability Office, GAO, has issued
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